Curriculum Materials
STREAMS AND RIVERS. Outdoor Biology Instructional Strategies (OBIS). Nashua, NH: Delta, 1980,1981,1982. Grade(s): 4,5,6,7,8 Supplies: Materials available locally. Module: $17.15
The STREAMS AND RIVERS module includes eight activities: Crawdad Grab, Damsels and Dragons, Great Streamboat Race, Hold It, OBIS Oil Spill, Water Snails, Water Striders, and What Lives Here? In these activities, children observe and identify crawdads, damselflies, dragonflies, snails, water striders, and other aquatic plant and animal life. They conduct cork-boat races, create popcorn oil spills, and design cork or sponge creatures. Each activity folio provides background information, a list of materials, preparation hints, directions for the activities, and possible extensions. The folios are well organized and have useful illustrations and diagrams. The OBIS POND GUIDE supplements this module.
STRUCTURES OF LIFE. Science Activities for the Visually Impaired/Science Enrichment for Learners with Physical Handicaps (SAVI/SELPH). Berkeley, CA: Lawrence Hall of Science Center for Multisensory Learning, 1982. Grade(s): 4,5,6,7
Supplies: Kit from Lawrence Hall of Science.
Folio Guide: $5.00, Complete Kit: $119.00, Economy Kit: $87.00
The STRUCTURES OF LIFE unit consists of seven activities: Origin of Seeds, Seed-Grams, The Sprouting Seed, Growing Further, Roots, Meet the Crayfish, and Crayfish at Home. Children experiment with living organisms, searching for seeds in familiar fruits and vegetables, using histograms to record data, examining sprouting seeds, planting roots, and observing behavioral characteristics of crayfish. The module contains scientific background information, as well as instructions for facilitating successful learning among all types of students, including visually impaired, orthopedically impaired, and learning disabled.
TRACKS. Elementary Science Study
(ESS). New York, NY: McGraw-Hill,
1971.
Grade(s): 3,4,5,6
Supplies: Materials available locally.
Out of print. Available from ERIC (see
Sources index).
In TRACKS, children leam to recognize similarities and differences among tracks left by people, tires, and animals. The students observe and compare various tracks in the classroom and in the field, learning how to estimate the size of the animal that left them and the speed at which it was traveling. They make casts and prints and create stories about the sources of tracks they have seen. The guide contains helpful information on identifying tracks and is accompanied by track cards, animal photos, and the Track Picture Book.
TRAIL. Outdoor Biology Instructional
Strategies (OBIS). Nashua, NH: Delta,
1980, 1982.
Grade(s): 4,5,6,7,8
Supplies: Materials available locally.
Module: $14.10
The TRAIL module consists of six activities: Cardiac Hill, Gaming in the Outdoors, Hold a Hill, Shake It!, Trail Construction, and Trail Impact Study, Children participate in activities that increase their awareness of the environment and how people and events may alter it. They use heart rate to determine the maximum steepness for a footpath, scavenge in order to become more familiar with the environment, and determine the relationship between erosion and slope. The students match a "mystery community" with animals that are shaken from different trees and shrubs, select the best trail-construction technique for a specific study site, and lay out a footpath that will have the least impact on the environment. Each activity folio provides background information, a list of materials, preparation hints, directions for the activities, and possible extensions. The folios are well organized and have useful illustrations and diagrams.
TREES ARE TERRIFIC! Ranger Rick's
NatureScope. Washington, DC: National
Wildlife Federation, 1985.
Grade(s): K,l,2,3,4,5,6,7
Supplies: Materials available locally.
TREES ARE TERRIFIC! is an interdisciplinary guide to the biology of trees and forest ecology. Through observations, experiments, games, and simulations, students from kindergarten through intermediate grades investigate the characteristics of trees, their growth and reproduction, and their influence on human life. There are 26 carefully detailed lessons, accompanied by extensive back-